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Updates of Locust Attack in Punjab & Sindh

The last major locust attack in Pakistan happened back in 1993 and 1997. The desert locusts-
large herbivores that resemble grasshoppers- arrived in Pakistan from Iran in June 2019 and
have destroyed cotton, wheat, maize and other crops. The swarms of desert locust, which are
currently hovering over lush green farms of wheat of Punjab after playing havoc with cotton
crops in Sindh and orchards in Balochistan in the last summer is the great threat to the wheat
crop in Punjab and Sindh. No-doubt we are facing the worst locust infestation in more than two
decades.

Steps taken by the Government:

1. On 26" January Chief Secretary Punjab Major (r) Azam Suleman Khan shared that out
of 70,700 hectares area in Bahawalpur, Bahawalnagar and Rahim Yar Khan pesticide
application/spray done on 42,360 hectares while area spry on 800 hectares done, 75
officers of different departments and 362 officials are performing their duties in the
field using 17 double-cabin vehicles, 42 jeeps and 300 motorbikes. As many 66
surveillance teams 21 in Bahawalpur, 26 in Bahawalnagar and 19 in Rahim Yar Khan
are participating in locust combat operation especially in Cholistan area.

. On 12" January Two people were killed after an aircraft tasked with spraying pesticide
for eliminating locusts crashed in Cholistan's Tillo Bangla area in District Rahim Yar
Khan Tehsil Sadigabad.




3. On 01-02-2020 Prime Minister Imran Khan declared the emergency to protect crops
and help farmers. The Pakistani government said it is the worst locust infestation in
more than two decade, so, district administrations, voluntary organizations,

aviation division and armed forces are put into operation to combat the attack and
save the crops,"”

On 6" Jan 2020 Deputy Commissioner RYK notified that leaves/holidays for all
officers and departments which are part of surveillance and combat operation against
locusts are herby canceled and remain available all the times to ensure timely
coordination and implementation of anti-locusts activities.

OFFICE OF THE
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
RAHIM YAR KHAN

No. DC/RYK/ ©2-

Dated ©& / 0 2 / 2020
Phone: 068-9230266
Fax: 068-9230267

It is hereby notified that leaves / holidays for all officers / officials o
the Departments which are part of surveillance and combat operation against locusts
in district Rahimyarkhan are hereby cancelled until further orders. Furthermore, they
shall not be allowed to leave the station headquarter without prior approval of the
undersigned.

They shall also keep their cell phones ON & remain available at all

times to ensure timely coordination & implementation of anti-locusts activities.

The Senior Member, Board of Revenue, Punjab, Lahore.

The Secretary, Govt. of Punjab, Agriculture Department, Lahore.

The Commissioner, Bahawalpur Division, Bahawalpur.

The Director General, Provincial Disaster Management Authority, Lahore.
The Director General, Federal Department of Plant Protection, Karachi.
The Managing Director, Cholistan Development Authority, Bahawalpur.
The Additional Secretary, Staff to Chief Secretary, Punjab, Lahore.

The Additional Deputy Commissioner (Revenue)/(General), Rahimyarkhan.
All Assistant Commissioner, Rahimyarkhan.

10 The SNA, DC Office, Rahimyarkhan.

11. All concerned (s).
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DAMAGE ASSESSMENT & % Loss

Area Affected due to Locust (Ha)

District Name of Crops o o o 51% to 76% to Total Area
Up-to 25% | 26% to 50% 75% 100% Affected (Ha)

Rajanpur Mustard Seed 98.00 0 0 0 0

Wheat 505.67 857.55

Oil Seed 7.28 810.81

Fodder 0.00 . . 34.40

Citrus 0.00 . . . 7.49

District Total:- 512.95 1710.24

CROP AREA DAMAGE DUE TO LOCUST INFESTATION IN DISTRICT DADU

Extent of Area Damaged Due to out Break in %
Percentage (Acres)

0il Seed Pulses Fodder Vegetable

Area Area L] % Area Y

Nil Locust swamps appeared & passed
from the outshkirts of Dadu District
ai 17# November 2019 & left
Nil i il | wowards west in the neighboring
provinee of Balochistan  without
daing any harm to standing erops.

Nil It was in migratory status for which
grower were advised o dispel the
swamps through beating drums,
making explosions & using sticks et

Nil

Total Damage in % Percentage

No. ADAE/Tech:/2020/ 197 Dadu Dated:- 24.02.2020
Eorwarded with compliments to the:-

¥ Director Technical, Agriculture Extension, Sindh, Hyderabad in compliance letter No. Nil, dated: 28.11.2019
¥ Director, Agriculture Extension Hyderabad, Division Hyderabad.
¥ Deputy Commissioner, Dadu, with reference to his kind Telephonic directives received on 05.12.2019 for submission of locust report on daily basis.

(ALI NAWAZ KALHORO)
ADDITIONAL DIRECTOR
AGRICULTURE EXTENSON
DADU
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‘E. No._ 4 56 /DDA(Ext)/VR/Dev
T

DEPUTY DIRECTOR AGRICULTURE

067-9201185 (EXTENSION) VEHARIL
067-9201187 Dated Vehari the_l_%_k_/ 2020
doaextvehari@hotmail.com

To,

The Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
REEDS, Paksitan

Subject: ENGINE OPERATED POWER SPRAYERS _FOR LOCUS'I:P‘%?
COMBAT PLAN. :

b

Kindly refer to the discussion carried out in the meeting with Dr. M_uzafar on:
04.02.2020 in which it was requested that to cope with recent threat of locust in di§mct Vehari !
during upcoming spring season engine operated power sprayers may kindly be prov1ded/donate<:i£‘f
to the office of the undersigned. e

In this regard it is submitted that six (6) engine operated Power Sprayers. may;
kindly be provided to this office at earliest. Your cooperation for this national cause will be::
highly appreciated.

P

Deputy Director Agricultare(Ext.)-
Vehari

Few days back re-appearance of the locust in the desert areas of the Cholistan Desert observed
which

Steps taken by the REEDS:

1. 58 Awareness raising sessions organized among the communities with the close
coordination of Agriculture Extension Department.

15000 Information Education and Communication material (penaflex, leaflet etc)
distributed among the farming communities

Distribution of six (6) engine operated power sprayers for control of locust
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3 S Rural Education & Economic Development Society (REEDS) PaKistan

Acknowledgement

Nnme:_ USMAN NI Ziv |

—— vl N No__ 454 [DDAER)/VRDev
. PReack L Diake et Cgr. == DEPUTY DIRECTOR AGRICULTURE
“asl [N ¢

[ i ? =
== _— TR (EXTENSION) VEHARL b
v sl 067-9201187 Dated Veheri thc_‘_;/Lz_/?OZO
i Vit pnent doaextvehari@hotmail.com

To,
- ) The Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Name US mioeys pNezir REEDS, Paksitan

Signature: — Sonasy

Date: A -0 -067e
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s “ower: e | 6 1:;20*” ‘}.ﬁl’sn?n’ | during upcoming spring season engine operated power sprayers may kindly be prov1ded/donalegf
[ 128,800 | to the office of the undersigned. ¥
o In this regard it is submitted that six (6) engine operated Power Spraycrs' may;

kindly be provided to this office at earliest. Your cooperation for this national cause will be
highly appreciated. j
Peec |

- e %
Deputy Director Agriculttil’efﬁﬁf.)-
Vehari

Future Plans of REEDS:

100 Awareness raising sessions in District Rahim Yar Khan, Rajanpur, Vehari-Punjab
and Ghotki, Dadu, Jamshoro Sindh among the communities with the close coordination
of Agriculture Extension Department.

Distribution of 25000 Information Education and Communication material (penaflex,
leaflet etc) among the farming communities

Distribution of 50 engine operated power sprayers for control of locust in District Rahim
Yar Khan, Rajanpur, Vehari-Punjab and Ghotki, Dadu, Jamshoro Sindh

Awareness raising through rickshaw announcements, radio programs, TV channels etc
Compensation of affected farmers keeping in-view the food security and sustainability
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