
 

 

Updates of Locust Attack in Punjab & Sindh 

The last major locust attack in Pakistan happened back in 1993 and 1997. The desert locusts- 

large herbivores that resemble grasshoppers- arrived in Pakistan from Iran in June 2019 and 

have destroyed cotton, wheat, maize and other crops. The swarms of desert locust, which are 

currently hovering over lush green farms of wheat of Punjab after playing havoc with cotton 

crops in Sindh and orchards in Balochistan in the last summer is the great threat to the wheat 

crop in Punjab and Sindh. No-doubt we are facing the worst locust infestation in more than two 

decades.  

Steps taken by the Government: 

1. On 26th January Chief Secretary Punjab Major (r) Azam Suleman Khan shared that out 

of 70,700 hectares area in Bahawalpur, Bahawalnagar and Rahim Yar Khan pesticide 

application/spray done on 42,360 hectares while area spry on 800 hectares done, 75 

officers of different departments and 362 officials are performing their duties in the 

field using 17 double-cabin vehicles, 42 jeeps and 300 motorbikes. As many 66 

surveillance teams 21 in Bahawalpur, 26 in Bahawalnagar and 19 in Rahim Yar Khan 

are participating in locust combat operation especially in Cholistan area. 

2. On 12th January Two people were killed after an aircraft tasked with spraying pesticide 

for eliminating locusts crashed in Cholistan's Tillo Bangla area in District Rahim Yar 

Khan Tehsil Sadiqabad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. On 01-02-2020 Prime Minister Imran Khan declared the emergency to protect crops 

and help farmers. The Pakistani government said it is the worst locust infestation in 

more than two decade,  so, district administrations, voluntary organizations, 

aviation division and armed forces are put into operation to combat the attack and 

save the crops," 

4. On 6th Jan 2020 Deputy Commissioner RYK notified that leaves/holidays for all 

officers and departments which are part of surveillance and combat operation against 

locusts are herby canceled and remain available all the times to ensure timely 

coordination and implementation of anti-locusts activities. 

 



DAMAGE ASSESSMENT & % Loss 

 

District  Name of Crops 

Area Affected due to Locust (Ha) 

Up-to 25% 26% to 50% 
51% to 

75% 
76% to 
100%  

Total Area 
Affected (Ha) 

Rajanpur Mustard Seed 98.00 0 0 0 0 

R.Y.K 

Wheat 
505.67 228.05 123.84 0.00 857.55 

Oil Seed 
7.28 92.47 672.00 39.05 810.81 

Fodder 
0.00 33.99 0.40 0.00 34.40 

Citrus 
0.00 7.49 0.00 0.00 7.49 

District Total:- 
512.95 362.00 796.24 39.05 1710.24 

 

 

 

 



 

Few days back re-appearance of the locust in the desert areas of the Cholistan Desert observed 

which 

Steps taken by the REEDS:  

1. 58 Awareness raising sessions organized among the communities with the close 

coordination of Agriculture Extension Department. 

2. 15000 Information Education and Communication material (penaflex, leaflet etc) 

distributed among the farming communities 

3. Distribution of six (6) engine operated power sprayers for control of locust  

 

 

 



 

 

Future Plans of REEDS: 

 

1. 100 Awareness raising sessions in District Rahim Yar Khan, Rajanpur, Vehari-Punjab 

and Ghotki, Dadu, Jamshoro Sindh among the communities with the close coordination 

of Agriculture Extension Department. 

2. Distribution of 25000 Information Education and Communication material (penaflex, 

leaflet etc) among the farming communities 

3. Distribution of 50 engine operated power sprayers for control of locust in District Rahim 

Yar Khan, Rajanpur, Vehari-Punjab and Ghotki, Dadu, Jamshoro Sindh 

4. Awareness raising through rickshaw announcements, radio programs, TV channels etc 

5. Compensation of affected farmers keeping in-view the food security and sustainability  

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 


